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The admission examination to the master’s level in the Republic of Azerbaijan is conducted by the State Students Admission Commission. The examination is carried out in two stages. At the first stage the candidates’ logical reasoning skills and abilities, also their knowledge of informatics and a foreign language are tested, but at the second stage the candidates’ attainments in the speciality are examined. At this stage the candidates who apply for the specialities of certain areas write answers to the questions on specialities instead of answering test items.

This paper reports on methodical preparation for written responses to questions and their assessment including criteria for scoring the written works, selection and training of graders prior to the examination, arrangement for and conducting of the assessment process and the analysis of the results of the assessment.
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Assessment on the basis of written responses to questions on specialities in the admission to the master’s level in the Republic of Azerbaijan

The State Students Admission Commission (SSAC), Azerbaijan
Dear all, I am going to give some information on our research about the admission examination to the master’s degree in the Republic of Azerbaijan and to talk mainly about the methodical preparation for written responses to questions on specialities and its assessment including criteria for scoring the written works, selection and training of graders prior to the examination, arrangement for and conduct​ing of the assessment process.

The two-level model of higher education for the bachelor and the master levels has been applied in Azerbaijan since 1997.

Admission to bachelor’s degree has been conducted by the State Students Admission Commission (SSAC) by centralized testing since 1992.

According to “Regulations about the State Students Admission Commission” approved by the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated April 6th, 2005 SSAC has been conducting admission exams to master degree programmes of higher education institutions of our country since 2005.

According to the rules, the persons having graduated the higher vocational training in the bachelor’s degree and having the diploma about graduating from higher education institutions possess the right to be admitted to the master’s degree of higher schools.

Admission examinations to the master’s level have been conducted at two stages since 2009. At the first stage 50 test items for logical thinking, 25 items for both computer science and a foreign language are offered to bachelors. Bachelors with the total score of not less than 40 are allowed to participate at the second stage of admission examination at which their knowledge on the speciality is tested by using multiple-choice test items. The points scored by the bachelor for logical thinking should be not less than 15, for computer science and a foreign language not less than 5 each. Each correct answer of the bachelor is estimated by one point and wrong answers do not influence the sum of correct answers. At the first stage of the examination 2 hours and 30 minutes, and at the second stage an hour and 30 minutes are alloted for answering exam questions.
The bachelors who choose specializations of directions of Surface transportation, the exploitation of air and surface transportations, Power and energy engineering, Thermal engineering, machines and equipment, Emergency and Human security, Mechanics, Musicology Agronomy,  Agricultural Chemistry and Soil Science instead of answering test items  write answers to the questions on specialities. These written works are evaluated on a 5‑point marking scale and then converted into a 50-point scale.
Scoring Guide

for the experts grading written responses to questions on specialities at admission examination by the bachelors wishing to enter the master’s level of higher education institutions on specializations of directions of Surface transportation, the exploitation of air and surface transportations, Power and energy engineering, Thermal engineering, machines and equipment, Emergency and Human security, Mechanics, Musicology Agronomy,  Agricultural Chemistry and Soil Science.

The Scoring Guide includes the criteria for the graders to evaluate and score the written works. As we know, assessment on the basis of written works measure bachelors’ ability to demonstrate cognitive thinking skills. That is why we pay special attention to giving instructions that should prepare candidates for written responses to questions. Necessary materials and instructions are published by the SSAC in order to prepare candidates for written works more effectively.

The graders who score the written works are mostly experienced higher school teachers and university faculty members who teach adequate courses. 
Prior to the exam, some weeks before scoring written works, graders receive training organized by SSAC that familiarizes them with the principles of scoring and teaches them to evaluate works according to the agreed-upon standards. 

Immediately after the exam, the bachelors’ works are sent to the central processing location, ciphered there and two copies of each written paper are made. The day after the exam, each of the works is read and evaluated. Two graders read and score each work independently and simultaneously, each one sitting in a different room is given a copy of a written work and none of them is informed of the score given by the second grader. 

During the evaluation process four basic and some extra supportive criteria are considered to score the written works more effectively.
The bachelors are given questions that require displaying the knowledge and skills on the chosen speciality. In the written answers the bachelors should express their knowledge in a clear, sensible and comprehensive way. While answering the questions the bachelor should:
· disclose the topic;

· use relevant facts, terms, examples and quotes displaying his good knowledge of the topic;

· demonstrate his skills of analyses, generalization, analytical thinking and drawing logical conclusions;

·  express his thoughts concisely, distinctly, logically correctly and coherently, in accordance with the norms of the scientific style.

The answers should be written neatly and distinctly.

The criteria taken into account during the assessment are the following:

· the comprehension of the topic, the awareness of the relevant material, main facts and terms;

· the bachelor’s ability to express his thoughts distinctly and comprehensively, his theoretical-practical analyzing ability, the level of disclosure of the given topic, the accuracy and systematization of the thoughts;

· the accuracy and persuasiveness of the conclusions drawn from the topic;

· the scientific character and the fluency of the writing.

The written answers to the questions should be 3 or 4 pages.

The bachelors shouldn’t write or hint at any information about them. The paper of the bachelors who fail to observe this item are graded with “zero”.
During the assessment the scientific, factual, terminological and logical mistakes (distraction from the topic, an incomplete or incorrect answer to the question, the distortion of the material or facts, or their misinterpretation, the misuse of the examples, quotes, the absence of the logical consecution between the forwarded thoughts and conclusions, etc.) of the written work are taken into consideration. While assessing the written works in the scientific style the special attention will be drawn to the level of the disclosure of the given topic, to the logical consecution and accuracy and persuasiveness of the thoughts and judgments and the support of the drawn conclusions. The language, orthographic and punctuation mistakes, as well as, grammar mistakes that do not hinder the correct understanding of the bachelor’s thoughts are not taken into account.

Each written work is graded on a scale from 0 (the minimum) to 5 (the maximum):

· 0 written work  that is totally illegible or obviously not written on the assigned topic.

· 1 written work  that is fundamentally deficient.

· 2 written work  that is seriously flawed.

· 3 written work  that is merely adequate.

· 4 written work  that is strong.

· 5 written work  that is outstanding.

Two graders assign each written work a score between 0 and 5, where a score of 0 is reserved for written works that are blank, off-topic or considered illegible after several attempts at reading. 5 is the highest possible score. If the two scores are within one point of each other, they are averaged to produce a final score from 0 to 5. If the two graders' scores differ by more than one point, then a third experienced grader reads the paper and adjudicates the discrepancy. Neither grader is aware of the score given by others. The final score for the written work is the average of the first two graders' scores or the average of the adjudicated grade and the grade which is higher and closer to it. 

After grading the works, the expert enters his code number and the mark on the last page and signs the work. 
Papers, whose average scores are 2.5 and higher, satisfy the entry level writing requirement; papers whose average scores are 2 and below, do not. 

There are some important advantages of written works:

· Requires students to demonstrate critical thinking in organizing and producing an answer beyond rote recall and memory;
· Empowers students to demonstrate their knowledge within broad limits beyond the restraint of objective multiple choice tests;
· Allows learners to demonstrate originality and creativity;
· Reduces preparation time in developing, as well as distributing a test, especially for small number of students;
· Presents more possibilities for diagnosis and selection during admission exams.
Seemingly, we evaluate a candidate's ability to think and write creatively and assess the expanse of his or her knowledge and education. 

Written work quantifies applicant’s critical thinking ability and creativity; the skills he or she will need for academic success at the master degree program. 

Master degree admission exam is designed to predict the candidate's performance at the University through questions. The exam scores can be considered as a meaningful source of information about an applicant's chance for success in a master program. The applicants admitted with higher scores are usually successful at the master level as well.

Consequently, our recent research has indicated the validity of the master degree admission on the basis of written works as a predictor of students' achievement outcomes. We hope in the future both our admission tests and written works will more comprehensively assess the full range of skills that are important for success at university or in life by using experience of different countries according to modern education standards in the world. 
